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Student Handout 5:  Primary Sources 
Source #2  

Publius Hamilton, No. 9 

 A FIRM Union will be of the utmost moment to the peace and liberty of the States, as a barrier against 
domestic faction and insurrection. It is impossible to read the history of the petty republics of Greece and 
Italy without feeling sensations of horror and disgust at the distractions with which they were continually 
agitated, and at the rapid succession of revolutions by which they were kept in a state of perpetual vibration 
between the extremes of tyranny and anarchy…. The efficacy of various principles is now well understood, 
which were either not known at all, or imperfectly known to the ancients. The regular distribution of power 
into distinct departments; the introduction of legislative balances and checks; the institution of courts 
composed of judges holding their offices during good behavior; the representation of the people in the 
legislature by deputies of their own election: these are wholly new discoveries, or have made their principal 
progress towards perfection in modern times. They are means, and powerful means, by which the 
excellences of republican government may be retained and its imperfections lessened or avoided.  

______________________________________________________________________ 

Source #3 

Publius Madison, No. 51 

In a single republic, all the power surrendered by the people is submitted to the administration of a single 
government; and the usurpations are guarded against by a division of the government into distinct and 
separate departments. In the compound republic of America, the power surrendered by the people is first 
divided between two distinct governments, and then the portion allotted to each subdivided among distinct 
and separate departments. Hence a double security arises to the rights of the people. The different 
governments will control each other, at the same time that each will be controlled by itself.  

______________________________________________________________________ 

Source #4 (partner) 

Publius Hamilton, No. 84 

IN THE course of the foregoing review of the Constitution, I have taken notice of, and endeavored to answer 
most of the objections which have appeared against it. . . .  

The most considerable of the remaining objections is that the plan of the convention contains no bill of 
rights. . . . [T]he constitutions of several of the States are in a similar predicament. . . . 

[T]he constitution of New York has no bill of rights prefixed to it, yet it contains, in the body of it, various 
provisions in favor of particular privileges and rights, which, in substance amount to the same thing; the 
other is, that the Constitution adopts, in their full extent, the common and statute law of Great Britain, by 
which many other rights, not expressed in it, are equally secured. 
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Source #5 

George Mason, Virginia delegate 

There is no declaration of rights; and, the laws of the general government being paramount to the laws and 
constitutions of the several states, the declarations of rights in the separate states are no security. Nor are 
the people secured even in the enjoyment of the benefit of the common law, which stands here upon no 
other foundation than its having been adopted by the respective acts forming the constitutions of the several 
states . . . 

Under their own construction of the general clause at the end of the enumerated powers, the Congress may 
grant monopolies in trade and commerce, constitute new crimes, inflict unusual and severe punishments, 
and extend their power as far as they shall think proper; so that the state legislatures have no security for 
the powers now presumed to remain to them, or the people for their rights. There is no declaration of any 
kind for preserving the liberty of the press, the trial by jury in civil cases, nor against the danger of standing 
armies in time of peace . . .  

______________________________________________________________________ 

Source #6 

Federal Farmer  

There are certain unalienable and fundamental rights, which in forming the social compact, ought to be 
explicitly ascertained and fixed a free and enlightened people, in forming this compact, will not resign all 
their rights to those who govern, and they will fix limits to their legislators and rulers, which will soon be 
plainly seen by those who are governed, as well as by those who govern: and the latter will know they 
cannot be passed unperceived by the former, and without giving a general alarm . . . 

These rights should be made the basis of every constitution: and if a people be so situated, or have such 
different opinions that they cannot agree in ascertaining and fixing them, it is a very strong argument against 
their attempting to form one entire society, to live under one system of laws only. I confess, I never thought 
the people of these states differed essentially in these respects; they having derived all these rights from 
one common source, the British systems; and having in the formation of their state constitutions, discovered 
that their ideas relative to these rights are very similar.  


